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Entomologia Medica. 4' Volume: Psychodidae, Phlebotominae, Leish- 
manioses, Bartonelose, por Oswaldo Paulo Forattini. Editora Edgard 
Bliicher Ltda. e Editora da Universidade de Sao Paulo, 1973, X + 
658 p., 278 figuras. 

assunto tratado neste grosso volume de quase 700 paginas cor- 
responde ao que se condensa em 10 a 20 paginas nos manuals comuns 
de Entomologia Medica. So este fato indica o grau de aprofundamento 
alcancado nesta obra que, sem favor, e uma verdadeira enciclopedia 
dos conhecimentos ja alcangados no campo das pesquisas de Entomo- 
logia Medica da America Latina. O autor, que e professor titular do 
Departamento de Epidemiologia da Faculdade de Satide Ptiblica da 
Universidade de Sao Paulo, nao se limitou a uma mera compilagao de 
dados disperses, o que ja bastava para recomenda-Ia sem restricoes. 
O manuseio do volume, como dos precedentes (cf. Studia Entomologica 
6: 590-591, 1963 e 15: 511, 1972), revela o eximio conhecedor do as- 
sunto, que nao se restringe a compilagao diria mecanica das informagoes 
j conhecidas, mas os assimila vivamente, dando-lhes um toque indito 
e original. Esta originalidade esta no enfoque do aspecto epidemio!6gico 
das doengas de que os flebotomineos sao vectores. E esta ainda, talvez 
com mais significagao, no tratamento taxon6mico e morfo!6gico das 
moscas transmissoras das respectivas molestias. Os muitos desenhos, os 
diagn6sticos e as chaves de identificagao, todos da lavra do autor, ates- 
tam a mao firme de eximio taxonomista. Sinto-me muito satisfeito por 
ver continuada esta obra vastissima e excelentemente programada, que 
se recomenda aos estudiosos medicos, epidemiologos, taxonomistas e 
outros mais. Em pais, onde ainda escasseiam as grandes obras de 
referenda de nivel universitario, os livros do professor Forattini nao 
so .preenckem uma lacuna escancarada, mas oferecem tambem um exemplo 
de tenacidade e probidade cientifica dignas de emulagao. 

W. W. Kempf, O.FJM. 



Ants of Deep Canyon, by George C. Wheeler & Jeanette Wheeler. Philip 
L. Boyd Deep Canyon Desert Research Center, University of California, 
Riverside, 1973, XIII + 162 pages, 52 figs., price: hardcover edition 
US$ 10.95, paperback edition US$ 3:95. 

Organized along the same lines of presentation successfully exhibited 
in their previous work: The Ants of North Dakota (cf. Studia Entomo- 
logica 7: 493-494, 1964), this book contains the results of the studies 
undertaken by the Wheelers (to whom retirement means more work 
to be done with enthusiasm and tenacity) on the ant fauna of the Deep 
Canyon area, a 13,000 acre desert canyon and floodplain transect 25 
miles southeast of Palm Springs, California. They spent three years 
studying the local ant fauna which consists of 59 species, all diagnosed, 
illustrated and keyed, with ethological and ecological notes, in the present 
book. The latter is made up of four parts: I. Deserts (in general and 
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from the biological and ecological viewpoint); II. Desert Ants (pre- 
adaptations, food, color, role and origin of desert ants); III. The Deep 
Canyon Transect (description of physiography, climate and biota of 
the area under consideration); IV. Ants of the Deep Canyon Transect 
(the main part of the book, containing the taxonomic and ecological 
study of the ants discovered in the area). A 22 pages appendix contains 
additional information on methods, color of ants, classification, glossary 
etc., showing the intention of the authors to teave everything explained 
and to keep the interested reader from guessing. The book presents 
no taxonomic novelty, but contains several interesting faunistic details. 
Like any work of a broader scope, this book also contains minor 
mistakes and omissions. For instance, on page 9, citing the occurrence 
of the psammophore in New World ants, the genus Dorymyrmex (of 
the Argentine) and related groups is omitted. North American workers, 
more familiar with the particular fauna will certainly add to the list! 
This reviewer is fully aware of the possible objections which certain 
scientist have against this type of rather popular than strictly scientific 
publications, and in view of the rising printing costs and difficulty in placing 
strictly scientific manuscripts for publication, the book would seem a 
luxury. But to my mind, it is through such books that one may hope 
to recruit new specialists in the economically not especially rewarding 
field of myrmecology. 

W. W. Kempf, O.F.M. 

Paraguay: Ecological Essays, by J. Richard Gorham (ed.). Academy of 
the Arts and Sciences of the Americas. Miami, Florida, 1973, XI + 
296 p. 

This book contains a multifacetted study of Paraguay with par- 
ticular emphasis on the land and the people*. It is not, as expressly 
stated by the Editor in the preface, a matured and reasonably complete 
treatise of the ecology of Paraguay, but an attempt at bringing together 
in a single volume basic facts and valuable information bearing on the 
ecology of this country in the heart of South America. This information 
was either non existant in the literature or at least difficult to find 
Because ecology has of late become such an all-embracing term and 
field of research, the title of the book is amply justified, although it 
roams through a number of quite discrepant topics: I. The History of 
Natural History in Paraguay; II. The Geography of Paraguay III 
The Climate of Paraguay; IV. The Paraguayan Chaco and its Rainfall; 
V. Reflections on the Geology of Paraguay; VI. Conditions of Animal 
Life in Paraguay; VII. The Snails and Muscles of the State of Guaira, 
Paraguay; VIII. The Ecology and Control of the Leaf-Cutting Ants 
of Paraguay; IX. Some Plants and Animals in Guarani and Guayaki 
Mythology; X. Colonization and Agriculture in the Paraguayan Chaco- 
XI. The People of Paraguay: Origin and Numbers; XII. Human Nutrition 
in Paraguay; XIII. Portraits of Paraguay. 

The editor served as malaria entomologist for the Pan American 
Health Organization in Paraguay from 1961 to 1963. During his sojourn 
in this country, he became interested in the broader aspects, especially 
regarding the environment, of the malaria vectors. This lead him to 
several local scientists engaged in ecological studies, who in turn consented 
in contributing to the present volume. The cooperative effort deserves 
a special recognition. 



